Justin Kolb

           

Short Bio

Justin Kolb’s unusual programming has wide appeal with interesting and often humorous commentary. The pianist has appeared as soloist at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington DC, Lincoln Center, Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall in New York City, as well as Chicago’s Orchestra Hall and the Alte Halle of the University of Heidelberg.  His recordings  for the Albany Records label include music by Robert Starer and William Ferris and received positive and enthusiastic reviews. His traditional repertoire ranges from Galuppi to Barber with special programs of Beethoven and Liszt. Justin cites German Diez as his most important musical influence. The former student and assistant to Claudio Arrau, German Diez, is Justin’s close friend, mentor, teacher and artistic advisor. A distinguished alumnus of DePaul University in Chicago Kolb studied with Herman Shapiro, Alexander Tcherepnine and Paul Stacevich.  Kolb has also studied with Hans Rosbaud in Baden Baden and Rolf Beyer in Heidelberg.   Kolb’s favorite topic of conversation involves “the innate entrepreneurism of musicians.”  Justin serves as the executive secretary for the American Liszt Society. “Music education of young people is a short cut to intellectual development and the key to a happy life.”

